INTHEeLAIMS: 




Claim 1 (currently amended) 

1 . A holdrng system for a dispensing system for hardenable 
materials, the dispensing system comprising a dispensing gun and a product 
cartridge having a dispensing tip defining a dispensing opening, the holding 
system comprising: 

a holding structure comprising a side wall and a bottom wall, where the 

holding structure defines a main opening , at least one wall opening, 
and a holding chambe r whereby the holding chamber is sized and 
dimensioned to receive at least a portion of the dispensing system : 

a plug projection extending from the bottom wall into the holding chamber^ 
where the at least one wall opening is arranged to allow access to 
the plug projection within the holding chamber : and 

a plurality of guide ribs that extend from the side wall into the holding 
chamber; whereby 

the holding chamber is sized and dimensioned to receive the dispensing 
system: and 

as the dispensing system is placed into the holding chamber, at least one 
of the guide ribs engages a portion of the dispensing system to 
facilitate entry of the plug projection into the dispensing opening; 
and 

as the dispensing system is placed within the holding chamber, entry of 
the plug prelection into the dispensing opening can further be 
facilitated by reaching through the at least one wall opening. 

wher e by 

tho ho l d i ng chamber i s o i zod and d i monsionod to roce i ve tho product 
cartr i dg e. 
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Claim 2 (canceled) 



2r. A ho l d i ng syst e m as r e cit e d i n c l aim 1 , I n wh i ch at l e ast on e wa ll 

open i ng i s formed i n the hold i ng structuro adjacont to th e p l ug project i on. 

Claim 3 (canceled) 

St A hold i ng system as roc i tod i n c l a i m 1 , i n which a plura li ty of gu i de 

ribs extend from the side wa ll into the ho l d i ng chamber, where, when the product 
cartridge is p l aced i nto the hold i ng chamber, at least one of the guide ribs 
engages a portion of the d i spens i ng system to faci li tate entry of the plug 
proj e ct i on into th e disp e nsing op e ning. 

Claim 4 (original) 

4. A holding system as recited in claim 3, in which the guide ribs 
define a central portion of the holding chamber and at least one perimeter portion 
of the holding chamber, where the guide ribs and at least one perimeter portion 
are sized, dimensioned, and located to allow the dispensing system to be 
displaced into the holding chamber such that the plug projection may enter the 
dispensing opening. 

Claim 5 (original) 

5. A holding system as recited in claim 1 , further comprising a belt clip 
secured to the holding structure, where the belt clip allows the holding structure 
to be suspended from a belt worn by an operator. 



Claim 6 (canceled) 



A hold i ng syst e m as r e c i t e d i n cla i m 1 , furth e r comprising at le ast 

one guido rib oxtond i ng from th e side wal l i nto the ho l d i ng chamber, whoroby, 
when tho product cartridg e i s p l aced into the hold i ng chamber, tho guide rib is 
arranged to ongago a portion of tho d i spensing syst e m to faci li tato entry of tho 
plug project i on into tho dispens i ng open i ng. 

Claim 7 (original) 

7. A holding system as recited in claim 1 , in which the holding 
structure comprises a barrel portion and a cap portion, where: 

the barrel portion defines a portion of the side wall; 
the cap portion defines a portion of the side wall and the bottom wall; and 
the cap portion is detachably attached to the barrel portion to facilitate 
access to the plug projection. 

Claim 8 (original) 

8. A holding system as recited in claim 1 , in which the holding 
structure comprises a container portion and a projection member, where: 

the container portion defines the side wall and the bottom wall; and 
the projection member is detachably attached to the container portion 
such that the projection member defines the plug projection. 



Claim_9 (original) 

9. A holding system as recited in claim 1 , further comprising a support 
assembly attached to the holding structure, where the support assembly supports 
the holding structure in a desired orientation relative to a support surface. 

Claim 10 (original) 

10. A holding system as recited in claim 1 , further comprising a support 
rack, where the support rack engages the holding structure to support the holding 
structure in a desired orientation relative to a support surface. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended) 

11. A method of holding a dispensing system for hardenable materials, 
the dispensing system comprising a dispensing gun and a product cartridge 
having a dispensing tip defining a dispensing opening, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

providing a holding structure comprising a side wall and a bottom wall, 
where 

the holding structure defines a main opening , at least one wall 

opening formed in the side wall, and a holding chamber^ aFi4 

the holding chamber is sized and dimensioned to receive the 

product cartridg e at least a portion of the dispensing system, 
and 

the at least one wall opening is formed adiacent to the plug 
proiection : 

forming a plug projection on the bottom wall of the holding structure, 
where the plug projection extends into the holding chamber; and 
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forming at least one guide rib on the side wall of the holding stmcture, 

where the at least one guide rib extends into the holding chamber; 

displacing the product cartridge into the holding chamber such that the 
guide rib engages a portion of the dispensing system to facilitate 
entry of the plug projection into the dispensing opening : and 

reaching through the at least one wall opening to facilitate entry of the plug 
projection into the dispensing opening . 

Claim 12 (canceled) 

A m e thod as r e c i t e d i n cla i m 1 1 , furth e r compris i ng th e st e ps of 

forming at le ast on e wa ll op e n i ng i n th e ho l d i ng structur e adjac e nt to th e plug 
projection. 

Claim 13 (original) 

13. A method as recited in claim 1 1 , in which the step of providing the 
holding structure comprises the steps of: 

providing a barrel portion and a cap portion; and 

detachably attaching the cap portion to the barrel portion such that the 
barrel portion defines a portion of the side wall and the cap portion 
defines a portion of the side wall and the bottom wall. 

Claim 14 (original) 

14. A method as recited in claim 1 1 , in which the step of providing the 
holding structure comprises the steps of: 

providing a container portion and a projection member; and 



-detachably attaching the projection member to the container portion such 
that the projection member defines the plug projection. 

Claim 15 (original) 

1 5. A method as recited in claim 1 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
attaching a support assembly to the holding structure; and 
arranging the support assembly in a retracted configuration; and 
arranging the support assembly in an extended configuration in which the 

support assembly supports the holding structure in a desired 
orientation relative to a support surface. 

Claim 16 (original ) 

16. A method as recited in claim 1 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
providing a support rack; and 

arranging the holding structure on the support rack such that the support 
rack supports the holding structure in a desired orientation relative 
to a support surface. 

Claim 17 (currently amended) 

1 7. A holding system for a dispensing system for hardenable 
materials, the dispensing system comprising a dispensing gun and a product 
cartridge having a dispensing tip defining a dispensing opening, the holding 
system comprising: 

a holding structure comprising a side wall and a bottom wall, where the 
holding structure defines a main opening, a holding chamber, and 
at least one wall opening; 



a plug projection extending, from the bottom wall into the holding chamber^ 
where the at least one wall opening is arranaed to allow access to 
the pIuq oroiection within the holding chamber : and 

at l east ono gu i de rib a plurality of guide rbis extending from the side wall 
into the holding chamber; whereby 

the holding chamber is sized and dimensioned to receive at least a portion 
of the product cartridg e dispensing system : and 

when the product cortridgo dispensing system is placed into the holding 
chamber, at least one of t he guide ffe -ribs engages the dispensing 
system to facilitate entry of the plug projection into the dispensing 
opening: and 

when the dispensing system is placed into the holding chamber, t h e wa l l 
op e n i ng ar e arranged to faci l itat e entry of the plug projection into 
the dispensing opening may further be facilitated by reaching 
through the wall opening . 

Claim 18 (canceled 

A ho l d i ng syst e m as r e cit e d i n c l a i m 17, i n wh i ch a plural i ty of gu i de 

r i bs e xtend from tho s i do wa ll into the hold i ng chambor, whoro, when tho product 
cartr i dge is p l aced into tho holding chambor, at l oast ono of tho gu i de ribc 
ongagos a port i on of tho d i spensing system to facilitate entry of tho p l ug 
project i on i nto tho dispensing op e n i ng. 

Claim 19 (original) 

19. A holding system as recited in claim 18, in which the guide ribs 
define a central portion of the holding chamber and at least one perimeter portion 
of the holding chamber, where the guide ribs and at least one perimeter portion 



are sized, dimensioned, and located to allovy the dispensing system to be 
displaced into the holding chamber such that the plug projection may enter the 
dispensing opening. 

Claim 20 (original) 

20. A holding system as recited in claim 17, in which the holding 
structure comprises a barrel portion and a cap portion, where: 

the barrel portion defines a portion of the side wall; 
the cap portion defines a portion of the side wall and the bottom wall; and 
the cap portion is detachably attached to the barrel portion to facilitate 
access to the plug projection. 

Claim 21 (original) 

21 . A holding system as recited in claim 17, in which the holding 
structure comprises a container portion and a projection member, where: 

the container portion defines the side wall and the bottom wall; and 
the projection member is detachably attached to the container portion 
such that the projection member defines the plug projection. 

Claim 22 (original) 

22. A holding system as recited in claim 1 , further comprising a support 
system comprising: 

a support projection formed on the holding structure; 

first, second, and third brace projections extending from the holding 

structure; and 
a support member; wherein 



the support member engages- the support projection to place the support 

system in a hanging configuration; and 
the support member engages the brace projections to place the support 

system in a free-standing configuration. 



Claim 23 (original) 



23. A method as recited in claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 
forming a support projection on the holding structure; 

forming first, second, and third brace projections one the holding structure; 
securing a support member to the support projection to place the support 

system in a hanging configuration; and 
securing the support member to the brace projections to place the support 

system in a free-standing configuration. 

Claim 24 (original) 

24. A holding system as recited in claim 17, further comprising a 
support system comprising: 

a support projection formed on the holding structure; 

first, second, and third brace projections extending from the holding 

structure; and 
a support member; wherein 

the support member engages the support projection to place the support 

system in a hanging configuration; and 
the support member engages the brace projections to place the support 

system in a free-standing configuration. 



Claim 25 (new) 

25. A holding system as recited in claim 1 . further comprising a clip 

member and a plurality of pairs of clip ooeninas formed in the holding structure, 
where the clip member is deformable such that extension portions of the clip 
member engage a selected one of the pairs of clip openings to determine a 
location of the clip member relative to the holding structure. 
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